
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPLICATION 

Contact Information: 

Emery Vargo 

Director, McCarthy Building Companies 

2401 15th St, Suite 350, Denver, CO 80202 

Evargo@mccarthy.com 

303.901.1306 

 

Biography:   

Growing up in the petrochemical region of Texas, I began in the 

construction industry while attending Lamar University, working in 

refineries and the projects that populated the Gulf Coast.  Finding myself more and more engaged in the actual 

construction and engineering of these facilities, I gained valuable knowledge in the electrical trade, taking on 

increased responsibilities and eventually working my way into project management and leadership.  As my 

experience grew, opportunites presented themselves to diversify in project types.  From the petrochemical 

industry, I moved onto pulp and paper, traveling around North America leading various teams on multiple 

types of projects.  From there I gained experience in aerospace working at Cape Canaveral Air Station to 

manage the construction of a rocket assembly and launch facility still in use today.  Because of the extensive 

mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems present in such a facility, this experinece let me to healthcare 

were I was fortunate to work with some amazing teams increasing the capabilities of such great places as the 

Mayo Clinic and even building our own Denver Childrens Hopsital.  Expanding into new territory again, I 

became the Sr. MEP Manager for the construction of the new Alegent Stadium in Las Vegas.  Fortunately as 

that wound down, McCarthy asked if I had interest in renewable energy.  The answer was easy and that has 

led me to where I am today.  Fully engaged in an opportunity to make a difference and work diligently with 

something I have a great passion for.  One tends to think that way when you look at the world you’re building 

for your kids, grandkids and the generations to come. 

Speaking of which, I have three kids and 3 grandchildren, all of which are here in Colorado.  Colorado has been 

home for a long time, even when work has taken me elsewhere.  I enjoy all it has to offer and spend as much 

of my time as possible doing just that.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Solar or Storage Experience:   

Currently I serve as Director of McCarthy’s construction services and operations for renewable energy in 

Colorado.  Being a national program, my interface with this market sector also touches other geographic 

locations across the country, giving me insight into what is trending across the country.  I have been fortunate 

to build my hands-on solar EPC experience by managing projects from California to Georgia and now 

specifically focusing on the Colorado market.  My teams’ most recent projects have been in Pueblo with the 

development and construction of the Big Horn and Sun Mountain facilities.  The Bighorn Solar facility is a 

300MWdc project covering almost 1,900 acres which now is the primary power source for the local steel mill, 

providing more than 90% of its required power needs.  Close by on approximately 1,700 acres is the Sun 

Mountain Solar 293MWdc facility.  Both of these projects are helping the local utility meet its goal of providing 

55% renewable energy by 2026 and eventually 100% carbon free by 2050. 

My Priorities:   

1. Influence and continually improve the safety culture in design, construction and operation of 

renewable energy resources. 

2. Build and grow the work force engagement and opportunities for improvement in Colorado.  

3. Develop trusting relationships and lines of communication within the communities we serve. 

4. Expand and grow relationships with others in our industry seeking ways to support and help them 

achieve their goals. 

My Strengths:   

1. Futuristically minded with a focus on continually improvement. 

2. Building long lasting and rewarding relationships.  

3. Driving open and honest communications to achieve positive outcomes. 

4. Diverse experience in a multitude of industries and their unique environments, work forces and 

challenges. 

 

  


