
 
 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPLICATION 
Contact Information: 
Byron Kominek 
Owner/Manager, Jack’s Solar Garden, LLC 
Executive Director, Colorado Agrivoltaic Learning Center 
8102 North 95th St, Longmont, CO 80504 
byron@jackssolargarden.com 
970-344-8066 
  

 

 

Biography:   
Byron Kominek is the owner, manager, and developer of Jack's Solar Garden in Boulder County, 
Colorado - a premier site for agrivoltaics in the U.S. He is also the Executive Director of the 
nonprofit, the Colorado Agrivoltaic Learning Center, providing educational opportunities to 
students, community members, and policymakers about how vegetation, livestock, and people can 
work within solar arrays. In 2020/2021, he participated in the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory's Energy Executives program. He is also fellow in the 2022/2023 CiviCo Governor's 
Fellows program. 
  
Byron is a former U.S. diplomat having served in Zambia and Mozambique with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development where he focused on forestry and wildlife conservation. His 
background is using natural resource management as a tool to improve human health, economic, 
and environmental standards. Byron has further served in the Peace Corps in Cameroon and more 
recently as an international environmental consultant.  
  
Byron has a M.Sc. in Environmental Engineering and speaks French and Portuguese. He is a 
member of the Flatiron Young Farmers Coalition and the Denver LoDo Rotary Club. He spends his 
days engaging in agrivoltaics discussions, learning to grow food and keep livestock on his farm, 
and cultivating community in Boulder County. 

  



 
 

 
 

Solar or Storage Experience:   

As a one-off solar array developer of a 1.2 MW community solar garden, Byron’s experience is 
limited. However, he has orchestrated every aspect of the solar development process from 
winning a large RFP bid from Xcel Energy’s Solar*Rewards Community program to working with 
Boulder County to change their land use codes to allow him to build a solar array on his family’s 
farm to all elements of solar array development (e.g., contracting designs/builders, marketing, 
sales, finances, legal contracts, community engagement). His solar garden clientele consists of 50+ 
residents, 5 companies and 2 local governments.  
 
Byron has led tours to over 2,000 people of his solar array engaging numerous solar developers, 
community activists, politicians, solar and agricultural researchers, farmers, ranchers, and 
students. He collaborates regularly with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Colorado 
State University, and the University of Arizona on issues pertaining to agrivoltaics. He has even 
been a Department of Energy SETO proposal reviewer for advanced solar technologies.  
 
Byron works as a contractor to solar developers, government entities, and farmers interested in 
developing agrivoltaic systems around the country since 2021. This work consists of advising on 
municipal/county level regulations to reviewing solar development leasing terms to conducting 
community outreach and developing community engagement strategies for solar developers. 
  

My Priorities:   

1. Improving land stewardship within solar arrays. 

2. Working with rural Colorado to learn more about solar development and how to integrate 

agricultural activities within a solar array. 

3. Work with the solar industry to remove barriers that impede them from developing 

agrivoltaic sites. 

My Strengths:   

1. Knowledge of and experience with agrivoltaic systems, with international recognition in 

the field. 

2. Appreciation of the solar industry’s challenges in working with local governments. 

3. Ability to create trusted partnerships with academia, government, industry, and 

community members. 

4. Enthusiastic and persuasive advocate for responsible, sustainable, and avantgarde solar 
development.  


