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Biography:  

Eliot has served as COSSA’s Board Treasurer for the last four 
years and leads Namaste Solar’s commercial sales and project 
development teams, working with strategic partners to develop commercial and community solar 
projects ranging from 50kW to 10MW here in Colorado. Eliot has 17 years of experience in the 
renewable energy industry. Prior to joining Namaste Solar, Eliot was the Founder and Principal of Abel 
Clean Energy Advisors, a consulting firm that helps Colorado commercial property owners and 
developers utilize innovative financing to implement renewable energy and energy efficiency solutions 
that increase value, reduce operating costs, and enhance the sustainability of their properties.  Earlier in 
his career, Eliot worked in business development roles at a UK-based thin film solar startup, GE’s global 
Renewable Energy business, and San Diego-based Renovate America.  Eliot holds a BA from Stanford 
University and an MBA from the Yale School of Management. 
 

Solar or Storage Experience:  

I have benefited from working throughout the solar industry (and renewable energy sector more 
broadly) and can represent the following: 

 

• Commercial, Community Solar Gardens, Financing: I founded Abel Clean Energy Advisors here in 
Colorado to help commercial property owners utilize PACE financing to add solar and energy 
efficiency improvements to their properties. And, now at Namaste Solar, I lead our commercial 
and community solar sales and development efforts, collaborating with external entities on 
projects in need of financing. 
 

• Residential, Financing: At Renovate America, I led the development of new PACE financing 
products that enabled more homeowners to install solar on their homes. And, Namaste Solar 
has been designing, installing, and maintaining solar systems for CO homeowners since 2005.  
 

• Policy, Education: I started my career in policy advocacy, running grassroots environmental 
campaigns in four different states before spending two years in Washington, D.C. advocating for 
policy to support the expansion of the renewable energy industry. I have been actively engaged 
in COSSA’s policy and regulatory efforts during my last 4 years on the Board and helped lead the 
effort to expand our policy coalition to its current robust state. 
 

• R&D, Manufacturing: I worked for a renewable energy focused venture capital firm and became 
one of the first employees of the UK-based thin film solar startup that the VC firm helped start. 
After receiving my MBA, I spent five years in GE’s Renewable Energy business, where I led cost 
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modeling for various solar technologies, the development of a solar value-based pricing tool, the 
creation of the service business’ 5-year strategic plan, and the launch of a new product + service 
offering that helped optimize tax equity financing for renewable energy projects. 

 

My Priorities:  

 

• Craft a Regulatory/Policy Environment that Works: Continue to modernize existing utility rate 
structures (e.g., TOU and demand rates) and solar programs (e.g., C&I, CSG, and storage 
programs), expand financing options, and amend local policies (e.g., permitting requirements) 
with the goal of eliminating unnecessary barriers/costs for DG solar and storage. 
 

• Continue to Grow COSSA’s Standing: As the solar + storage industry’s unified voice and seat at 
the table in energy development and planning in Colorado, COSSA has a critical role to play in 
driving innovation, educating the public, engaging the business community, and guiding policy 
makers at the State and Local level in ways that benefit all member companies. This means 
hopefully continuing my work as Treasurer to build on the strong membership and finances that 
we’ve already established. 
 

• Level the Playing Field: Represent the interests of independent solar and storage companies in 
Colorado while working collaboratively with national players to ensure that there is a level 
playing field within our industry and across other energy technologies. This is not a zero-sum 
game. 
 

My Strengths:  

 

• Clear thinking & communication, deep understanding of solar financing and customer 
economics, and a proven ability to creatively solve problems 

• Breadth and depth of industry experience: 17 years of renewable energy experience cutting 
across the spectrum of company sizes, from solar start-ups to GE’s $5B global Renewable Energy 
business 

• Expertise in financing for renewable energy projects, including C-PACE, PPAs, and loan products 

• A deep understanding of how commercial property owners evaluate investment options 

• The wisdom and support of my 200+ colleagues at Namaste Solar, who are experts in policy, 
marketing, design, engineering, procurement, and construction of residential and commercial 
solar systems in Colorado 

 
 

 


