
 
 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPLICATION 

Contact Information: 

Janna West-Heiss 

Director of Communication & Corporate Development 

Solaris Energy Inc. 

430 N. College Ave. Suite 440 Fort Collins, Colorado 80524 

Janna.West-Heiss@SolarisEnergy.com 

303.746.2147 

 

Biography:   

Janna is passionate about climate action and has made it into a 

very successful career. She has previously held positions in 

government and non-profits focusing on communication and 

outreach to a wide variety of stakeholders and policy makers to increase the adoption of sustainable 

technologies and inititiaves, including electric vehicles and renewable energy. This has given her an extensive 

network across a broad range of industries and geographic locations. She is now in the private sector as 

Director of Communications and Corporate Development for Solaris Energy, a commercial solar finance and 

development B Corp in Fort Collins. She graduated as most likely to be a leader in her field from Colorado 

State University with a B.S. in Natural Resource Environmental Communication and top of her class as 

Outstanding Student of the Year from University of Colorado Denver with an MBA in Managing for 

Sustainability. She was Vice Chair of the Colorado Renewable Energy Society board for 4 years and currently 

holds seats on Governor Polis’s Pollution Prevention, Denver World Cup Sustainability, and the CU Denver 

School of Business Managing for Sustainability Advisory Boards. She is also a international delegate for the 

Biennials for the Americas Youth Congress for Sustainable Americas and a mentor for the Denver Youth 

Sustainability Advisory Board.  

Solar or Storage Experience:   

Janna has been involved in the solar community since she was an undergraduate. She got her start 

volunteering for the Colorado Renewable Energy Society, which because of her impressive ability to get 

ideas turned into real results, quickly turned in to a part-time job and a seat on the statewide board as Vice 

President. As a Program Manager for the Department of Energy Clean Cities and Colorado Energy Office 

Refuel Colorado she gained a deep understanding of energy policy, grid interconnection, demand charges, 

and V2G (Vehicle to Grid) technology and the associated challenges and opportunities that align with solar 
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and storage adoption. Working in Public Affairs for the City & County of Denver Department of Climate 

Action, Resiliency, and Sustainability Janna coordinated and collaborated with a variety of industry and 

political leaders to accelerate social and environmental initiatives including solar adoption. Janna has spent 

years presenting and educating politicians on sustainability topics on the hill in DC and locally in Colorado 

that have led to funding for critical climate programs. She has been intimately involved in the solar industry 

in her current role with Solaris Energy as the Director of Communications and Corporate Development. As 

one of the public faces of a small company, she has had the opportunity and need to envelop herself in 

many aspects of the commercial solar finance and development space. This includes gaining an 

understanding of the ins and outs of project development from initial offtaker interest through project sale 

and COD. Overall, Janna’s background is more than just solar and storage and brings together non-profit, 

government/policy, and industry experience. This has given her a vast network that has proved exceptional 

for momentum in climate wins and would bring a unique and interconnected perspective to the board that is 

critical in forming a truly equitable, climate-friendly, and 100% renewable energy future. 

My Priorities:   

1.  Improve Colorado policy landscape to increase adoption of residential, commercial, and utility scale 

solar. 

2.  Put Colorado on the map as one of the most solar-friendly states, using it as an economic driver for 

the “green economy”. 

3. Have Colorado play an integral role as a leader in a robust international network to accelerate the 

adoption of renewable energy across the globe. 

My Strengths:   

1. Diplomatic with the ability to understand both sides and facilitate conversation to find common 

ground. 

2. Effective worker who proactively takes on tasks and always follows through with a high-quality 

product. 

3. Tailoring communication and education to the interests and values of an audience, including 

dismantling complex concepts in to easy-to-understand language. Excellent public speaker. 

4. Crunching numbers and analyzing financials and data to find trends and insights that can assist with 

strategic decision making. 

5. Interconnector with extensive network in the climate and sustainability fields – knowing who needs 

to speak with who to make things happen. Knowing enough about a lot of things to be able to make 

critical connections between in-depth, technical and policy experts. 


